
church, and the stag 

with the shaft of light 

forming a cross in his 

antlers which made him 

pause and commit his 

life to Christ. Hubert 

went on in his journey 

of faith to become an 

evangelist as he longed 

for people to find heal-

ing and salvation. The 

words of Psalm 42 are 

appropriate for Hubert 

and well known to us in 

the song version:  

óAs the deer pants for 

the water,  

so my soul longs after 

The deer walked majes-

tically through our little 

piece of woodland at St. 

Nicholas, making hardly 

a sound and so hard to 

spot in the early morn-

ing light. It walked a 

few yards past me and 

then stopped, turned and 

looked at me, just check-

ing what I was up to. It 

was such a thrill to stand 

stock still and marvel at 

grace and beauty. 

When the deer come up 

to St. Nicholas itôs a re-

minder of Hubert, patron 

saint of our ancient 
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you. You alone are my heartôs 

desire  

and I long to worship you.  

You alone are my strength, my 

shield,  

to you alone may my spirit 

yield.  

You alone are my heartôs de-

sire and I long to worship 

you.ô 

For Hubert, as for the psalm-

ist, these words are more than 

an image; they express a 

yearning in the depths of oneôs 

soul for God. In our modern 

world it can be hard to allow 

those deep longings to surface, 

but there is a hunger and thirst 

in all of us for meaning and 

value. Perhaps we could all 

take a few moments to think 

about the deer in the wood at 

St. Nicholas and imagine the 

cross in light between its ant-

lers. Then allow ourselves to 

long for the living God who 

loves us and calls us to Him. 

He will satisfy our souls.          

 

Haiti Day 

Thanks to Carol Hill for organis-

ing a day to raise money for the 

people of Haiti to help rebuild the 

country after the earthquake. 

We raised just over £1,000 

through teas, 

coffees ,cakes, 

lunches and do-

nations. 
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The Labyrinth 

During Lent the Labyrinth has 

been available for prayer. Each 

week the pictures, thoughts 

and Bible verses have fol-

lowed the theme of the 9.30am 

Sunday service and the Thurs-

day evening Lent study. Our 

Lent theme is óFully Aliveô, a 

theme being followed through 

the Diocese. The key thought 

is: ôThe glory of God is a hu-

man being fully aliveô (a quo-

tation from Irenaeus, one of 

the early leaders of the 

church). 

The idea of a Prayer Labyrinth 

is to walk and pray; just as 

people used to do in cloisters 

of monasteries and cathedrals. 

As you walk in towards the 

centre the focus is on opening 

oneself to God, The centre is 

the still point just to óbeô. The 

walk out from the centre is for 

us to rejoice in the Lord and 

offer ourselves in service. 

The pictures and Bible verses 

are placed on the labyrinth to 

help us focus and to create 

points on the prayer walk 

for us to pause, reflect on a 

particular idea and let that 

speak to us.  

The Lord has touched sev-

eral people as they have 

prayed through the Laby-

rinth this Lent and we pray 

that our awareness of the 

Lordôs blessings will con-

tinue to grow. 

If you havenôt used the 

Labyrinth and are unsure 

how to start, please do ask 

Pamela.   
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Learning for  active discipleship:  
ÔÈÅ ÄÉÏÃÅÓÁÎ ,ÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ Ȱ&ÕÌÌÙ ÁÌÉÖÅȱ 

óThe glory of God is a human 

being fully aliveô  
 

St Irenaeus wrote these words 

centuries ago and they express 

a truth at the heart of our faith: 

Jesus Christ is the only human 

being who has lived human 

life fully alive, completely ful-

filling human potential to be in 

the image of God; in Him is 

Godôs glory fully revealed. We 

bring glory to God as we seek 

to be fully alive.  
 

Step 1: to be alive through 

faith in Christ. 

As we look to Jesus in faith we 

find freedom from basing our 

sense of worth on our achieve-

ments. Our worth is a gift of 

love and we are of inestimable 

value and delight to God. 

John of the Cross  said ñGod 

never began to love you, God 

loved you from all eternity, 

God loves you now and God 

will continue to love you world 

without end.ò 

Psalm 139 is a wonderful 

meditation on our worth to 

God.  
 

Step 2: longing for God. 

God longs for us and seeks 

us out. Mother Teresa speaks 

of Godôs longing: óJesus 

wants me to tell you againé

how much is the love He has 

for each one of you ï beyond 

all that you can imagine. Not 

only He loves you, even more 

- He longs for you. He misses 

you when you donôt come 

close.ô 

We have a thirst within us, 

often deeply hidden which 

only God can quench. Pon-

der Psalm 42 and have the 

courage to open yourself to 

that longing for God. 
 

Step 3: letting God change 

our hearts and minds. 

Modern society has a casual 

attitude to right and wrong 

and yet feeds on negative 

criticism and condemnation 

of individuals. In contrast the 
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Christian faith calls us to be 

aware of our shortcomings so 

that we are humble in our at-

titudes to others and seek to 

free ourselves from our own 

wrong thoughts and actions. 

This is described in the Bible 

as being transformed by the 

renewing of our minds. It is 

the task of training ourselves 

in Godôs ways by using 

Scripture to establish Godôs 

truths in our hearts and 

minds.   

Do not conform yourselves to  

the standards of this world, 

but let God transform you in-

wardly by a complete change 

of your mind. Romans 12 v2           

Events in March 

All events at St. Nicholas unless otherwise indicated 

Friday 5th March 12.00pm  First Friday Lunch 

Saturday 6th March    10am-3pm An Egyptian Dreamday 

Tuesday 9th March 2.00pm  Mothers Union  

Tuesday 23rd March 7.45pm  Mission Shaped Ministry Course 

Sunday  28th March     6.30pm  The Experience  
 

Regular Activities  
 

Tuesday  10.00am Ark Parents-and-Toddler Group 
Thursday   7.30pm Faith Zone 
Friday  10.00am Young Families 
Saturday  10.00am Coffee Corner 
 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÔÈ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ 
 

Wednesday 7.30pm  Explosion (Bible study 13+) 
Thursday   5.00pm  Sparklers 
   5-7pm  Musical Mayhem 
Friday  7.30pm  Revolution Bar (Social  14+) 
Saturday  9.30-11.30 Dress Rehearsal 
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Holy Week and Easter  
28th March ɀ 4th April 

 

Our worship will be as follows: 
 

Palm Sunday  28th March 
8am  Holy Communion St. Hubert 

9.30am Holy Communion  

St. Nicholas 

11am MADhouse  (all-age creative 

worship)  St. Nicholas 
 

Monday 29th March  
7.30pm  The Final Days of Jesus  

St. Nicholas 
 

Tuesday 30th March 
7.30pm  The Final Days of Jesus  

St. Nicholas 
 

Wednesday 31st March  
7.30pm Passover Meal  St. Nicholas 

 

Maundy Thursday  1st April  
7.30pm Holy Communion followed 

by Vigil  St. Nicholas 
 

Good Friday  2nd April  
9.30am Liturgy of the Cross   

St.Nicholas 

11am     MADhouse  óThe Cross of 

Jesusô (all age) St. NIcholas 

2pm       The Last Hour    

St. Hubert 
           
Saturday 3rd April  
10am-12noon Cleaning and Deco-

rating the church for Easter   

St Nicholas 
 

Easter Sunday 4th April  
6am Easter Vigil   St Hubertô 

9.30am Easter Communion   

St. Nicholas 

11am     Easter MADhouse with 

Holy Communion  (all age Easter 

celebration)   St Nicholas  

6.30pm Choral Evensong   

St Hubert 

This is the most special week in the Christian year as we make time 

to focus on the last week in the life of Jesus. The more fully we offer 

ourselves to the Lord during this week the more we will grow spiri-

tually. I encourage you to come to worship as often as you can dur-

ing this week. If you cannot come, please follow the description of 

these events in the last chapters of one of the gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke or John). 
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24-7 Prayer Week  12-18 April 
24-7 Prayer is an unusual organi-

sation.  It is a prayer movement 

that started by accident in a 

youth group in Chichester in 

1999, and has since developed a 

life of its own with prayer rooms 

in over 100 countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a very simple concept ï a 

room is set aside for prayer and 

people are invited to sign up for 

1 hour slots to cover the week so 

that there is prayer for 24 hours 

for 7 days.  Now in fact we are 

opting for a Monday morning to 

Sunday evening option, but that 

is more for the practicalities of 

setting up the prayer room! 

Prayer rooms tend to be very 

creative places, not only in terms 

of the medium for praying but in 

their appearance and inspiration.  

But of course there is no set way 

of praying, and each person uses 

the prayer room in their own 

way. 

Overnight there is someone 

sleeping nearby for security, and 

the door is locked with a door-

bell for access. 

Prayer weeks are often times for 

God to launch real movements 

of the Holy Spirit, and with our 

call to prayer for Lent this is an 

ideal opportunity for us to come 

close to God and see where we 

are being led.  The room is going 

to be themed round the holiness 

of God, which we have been ex-

ploring as a church over the last 

few months. 

If you are interested please speak 

to Fran for more details.  A sign-

up rota will be available shortly. 
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Egyptian dreamday 

Tutankhamen's head, Pharaoh, 

Moses by the burning bush, 

elegant cats, intricate boats, 

plague cakes and óThe 

Plaguesô freedom drumming 

 

Our Egyptian dreamday was a 

great day ï many thanks to 

everyone who put in lots of 

hard work. Over 160 people 

came for the day and much ap-

preciation was expressed for 

all the effort put in. Watching 

people spot the baby in the 

bulrushes and be thrilled by 

the burning bush was great. 

What conversation starters the 

models are! Andy and Paul en-

joyed getting very messy mak-

ing the Tutankhamen head and 

Jonathan helped it look spec-

tacular in the spotlight, espe-

cially once it was painted.  

 

 

A few comments: óThese 

days are great! When will 

the next one be?ô 

óI thought the church was on 

fire when I came in!ô  

óThis is the first time Iôve 

been and itôs wonderful.ô  

óThis is a real community 

church; itôs what church 

should be.ô 


