Light in the darkness™

The snow has melted

and the ground is no
longer frozen hard.
Winter may still have a
sting in its tail, but the
days have definitely be-
gun to lengthen. The
light is gradually over-
coming the darkness
once again to tell us
that spring is coming;
new life is on the way.

So now is the time we
procl aim
lighten the Gentiles and
the glory of your peo-
pl e
ning of February is the

www.h3artrhythms.org.uk

time of light in the

darkness, as we cele-
brate the baby Jesus be
ing presented in the
Templ e and

delight at seeing this
baby, the light of the
world. Simeon, a priest,
realizes the darkness of
suffering and death
which will overwhelm

Jesus, and the light of
salvation which Jesus

6 aWill gejindhgtdarkngess.

One small baby a tiny
pin-prick of light in a

| sr ael 6 troubled e wotdde gyetn

lighting millions of
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lights in our lives throughout for our foreheads on Ash
history and around the world. Wednesday; the light of Christ

A few days later we will light turning our sin to dust and
candles on a dark evening asashes to lead us into a seasc
we welcome those getting Of reflection and repentance
married in our parish this year Pefore we come to the glorious
to a candldit supper and cele- dawn of Easter.

brate the light of love in their May the Lord help us to walk

lives. in the light and not to behave
Later still in the month | will @S people skulking in the dark-
light a fire f"m all | ast vy

palm crosses to make the ash

MADhouse

This year MADhouse is taking We would like to make a Burn-
the themeThrough the Bible ing Bush to remember the story
and will be getting the big pic- of God calling Moses in the
ture of the story of God from book of Exodus and we hope
Genesis to Revelation! that people will join in making

: some flame$ about 4ft high!
At the moment we are learning

about Mosesped <225 We will be looking
longing to lead people for help with this
from slavery to freedom. over the next few
We would like to share \ weeks and will pro-
some of what we learn a. . A4\ vide a pattern and
some point during the paper or material.
year and perhaps have
some prayer stations in
the church .
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Missionshaped Ministry

We welcomed Bishop Gra-

but would like to join now, you

ham, Bishop of Sherborne angyould be welcome to do so. The
Andrew Roberts, leader in thepooking forms with dates and costs

Fresh Expressions National
Team to the
study course about mission
shaped ministry. It was a grg

day, with worship, Bible study et
on mission and opportunities

to explore the modern social -
context for mission. Many
thanks to those who have
helped get this off the grou

We look forward to the next
session on February 23rd .
anyone missed the beginni

are on the table by the entrance
S tddor of speal to Hilary Rickia®ds. f

Our Treasurer

lan Skinner has been nomi-
nated by the PCC to be our
Treasurer. Many thanks to
lan for agreeing to take on
this ministry.

We are grateful to Shelly,
Geoff and Hilary and to
Barry Downs for all the hard
work they have done over
the months we have not had
a Treasurer.

Many thanks also to those who
have increased their giving this
year . May God?od
on your generosity.

May | invite everyone who has
not yet done so to consider
your giving over the next few
weeks and pray about what the
Lord is asking you to give fi-
nancially.
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Learning for active discipleship: Isaiah

In our morning prayer a group 5th century BC.
of us in church and others at
home have been reading the -
book of Isaiah. We have also ered by the book of Isaiah three

) dominant empires ruled in the
been learning about the bac.k'MiddIe East, first the Assyrians,

ground _to Isguah and the MaiNhen the Babylonians and ther
themes in Faith Zone. the Medes and Persians. Isaia
Isaiah is a book in the Old Tes- the priest (first Isaiah) was con-
tament of the Bible which t emporary with

probably spans two centuries orUK this was the Iron Age. The
more. After the nation of Israel Assyrians totally laid waste the
split into two on the death of northern kingdom, Israel; the
King Solomon, the northern southern kingdom, Judah be-:
kingdom was still called Israel came a vassal state and when tf
and the southern kingdom, Babylonians rebelled and over-
which included Jerusalem, wasthrew the Assyrians, the people
called Judah. of Judah were taken into exile in

The book of Isaiah was written BaPylon. They were eventually

in the southern kingdom, Judah able to return from exile when

The first 39 chapters were writ- ;[OheCMedes a”t?] the tier??:agsl le
ten in the 8th century BC and DY ~Y'Us overthrew ihne babylo-

the person called Isaiah in these'an Empire and allowed the

chapters was a priest in the JEWS to restore their land and th
Temple. Most scholars now Temple.

think that the rest of Isaiah was The main themes run throughou
written at two different times, the whole book and include: the
chapters 465 in the 6th cen- holiness of God, the seriousnes
tury BC while the people of of sin and judgment; the rem-
Judah were in exile in Babylon nant; the suffering servant anc
and the last few chaptersintheGodo6s pur pose

During the period in history cov-
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restoration for all peoples. The Remnant
A verse from Isaiah to help us GOd_@S _j udgemem
day by day: aII nations in Isaiah but God
6You will keep keeps comln% back, and tglng
him whose mind is steadfast, be- éng t8 Eal e&‘pfé back’t
cause he tru s’t Swarﬁ/s This is developeiidrrto the
g‘pt 4f%the Rmnarit (tﬁe
26.3)
small group who will survive),

The Holiness of God which is a sign of hope, restora-
Read Isaiah 6-:4: Isaiah12; tion and a better future, not of
Isaiah 40.12end. harshness or failure.
God is called the Holy One Isaiah 1. 1519
throughout the book of Isaiah. 1  How are justice and mercy
1 How do these three pas-  shown in this passage?

sages deepen your aware-lsaiah 10.2013 Isaiah 49. 814
ness of Godo6sT hWhlaitn eisss ?2Go d 0 s

17 How could you become remnanto0?
more consci ouhRe i@k ofSand d@emnant
holiness each day? emerges earlier in the Bible:

The Seriousness of Sin and Genesis &; Judges 7.8l

Judgement Kings 19.918

Isaiah 6.5 7 What connections with the

f  What impact does the sight idea of remnant are there in

of Godobs hol i ntesgpassagesg o n

Isaiah? The idea of remnant continues
Isaiah 5.2025 in the New Testament.
1 What are the sins which are Mt.9.37: Mt13.19:Mt.25.314:
challenged in this passage? Acts 1.1214:Rev. 2.37
1T What are the major social 4 How do these passages hel

sins of today and what are  ys to understand what Goc
two of your sinful ways? requires of us?
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Children & Youth Programme 2010

As |1 6m sur e madneycarocbmeara join Us atwagi
seen we have a new and exus points after finishing other
panded programme for childremctivities.

and young people this year. Paﬁg

of my brief when | arrived wasgg oots on a Saturday but has

to IOOk. at the previous provisiorbeen incorporated intDress Re-
for children and young IoeOpIEhearsal, a follow~up club to last
aged 414, and from that We o ar6s hol i day
have devel.oped the following,ee, expanded to offer a similar
programme: opportunity to the younger age
Sparklers continues in its cur- group. FoundatiofYear 2 meet
rent form, ably run by Mandy from 9.3610.30am, and Years 3
Warman and Ann Beale, and 6 meet from 10.3@1.30am,

runs on Thursdays, meeting in though the venue is variable de-
the lounge from %pm, for chil- pending on other bookings, so
dren up to Year 2. look for our signs! Both groups
are exploring the MusKnow
Stories (selected by Scripture Un-
ion) and the older group is hoping
to present a drama at Easter base
on what we have learned this

gsaw, the performing arts club,

By popular demand we have
started anusic clubfor children
aged 411, which is going to ex-
plore the Bible using our instru-
ments and voices, as well as
working on our music skills and term.

musicmaking, and this is being For 1:14s we have a completely
run by myself and Jonathan, new groupRock Solid 2,which
whom some of you will know is gives a really interactive (and

my husband! This is also run- competitive!) way of exploring
ning on a Thursday in church faith. This meets on Wednesdays
from 5-7pm, and has been de- from 6.157.15pm in the Wilmore
signed as a drem where chil-  Centre.
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The 1418s programme contin- This year we are planning a trip to
ues as before, withxplosion,  Soul Survivor, a fantastic Chris-
our youth Bible study, on tian youth festival, in August. We
Wednesdays from 7.3@.30pm,

also in the Wilmore Centre.
This group really enjoys getting
to grips with what the Bible hag
to say about how we should be
living our lives.

Revolution Bar is the chance
for teenagers to let off steam of#
a Friday night. This term the g
members have designed an e
citing programme including

cooking, a Mexicatthemed are going for200\
night and bowling. August. You can get a taste of it

on their websitehttp://

Finally, Experienceis our www.soulsurvivor.com/uk/index

youth worship, which takes  |f anyone would like details please
place on the iSunday of the  speak to Fran.

month. This is a chance for us

to sing the really contemporaryThe young people are also looking
songs as well as going deeper at how they can support a missiot
in our prayer lives and being project, and hopefully next month
challenged to serve God and we will have some news on that!

one another.

Our Bible verse for 2010:

ONow choose | i f e
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Events in February

All events at St. Nicholas unless otherwise indicated

Friday 5th February

Tuesday 9th February

Saturday 13th February

Wednesday 17th February 7.30pm
Tuesday 23rd February

Friday 5th March
Saturday 6th March

12.00pm First Friday Lunch

7.00pm Candlelit supper for our
Wedding couples

2.00pm Mothers Union

10.00am Stay and Play For Dads and
Kids
Ash Wednesday Service

7.45pm Mission Shaped Ministry Course

Coming Up

Womends World Day of P

An Egyptian Dreamday

Regular Activities

Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10.00am

7.30pm

10.00am
10.00am

Ark Parents-and-Toddler Group
Faith Zone

Young Families

Coffee Corner

#EEI AOAT 860 AT A 91 OOE

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

7.30pm
5.00pm
5-7pm

7.30pm

Explosion (Bible study 13+)
Sparklers

Musical Mayhem
Revolution Bar (Social 14+)

9.30-11.30 Dress Rehearsal
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H3artRhythms Presents:

build a giant sphinx
make a mummy
model making
crafts, cooking, hieroglyphics
music, dancing

St Nicholas Church, 30 Wareham Road, Corfe Mullen




