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Rain down

| am sitting by the win-

dow watching the rain
pour down in torrents
and wonder |
does rain come down in
straight
it comes vertically or at

an angle, downpour or
shower, it always

comes in straight lines.
Yet streams and rivers
meander and weave
curves and bows across
the countryside; cur-

rents flow in whirls and

eddies; waves rise and
fall in rounded mounds

and mould the coastline
into bays and head-

lands, nooks and cran-
nies.

We need the rain of
Ggd OGWhSpi r i
straight down, to hit the

I i mark diectlyMhite His ¢

cleansing and to drench
us in His presence. Ad-
vent is a time to stand
out in the raini to be
spiritually washed
clean and wet through.
Yet the journey which
the rain takes through
streams and rivers to
the sea is full of twists
and turnsi and so cre-
ates a landscape of
beauty and take the wa-
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ter far and wide through the and to rejoice in his craftsman-
fields and pastures. Our lives ship; to see where he needs u
are shaped into a beautiful now to bend or turn, to allow
landscape through all the the water of life to take us by a
twists and turns. Sometimes di f f er ent rout
we turn aside from a lesson to beauty in our lives.

be learned and go our way, not Straight or curved? How does
Godos, and s 0 wdiee flolw? And ghsw does
round in a great ckow bend, God move in our lives?

almost back to where we A Spanish prov

were, to learn agaiin and in writes straight with curved
the landscape of our lives Q| ines. 6 We 6 d

meander of slownoving wa- .
ter takes shape. Advent is atruth through physics. Have we

time to look and pondeir to  received that truth in faith?
see what God has shaped in us

Remembrance Sunday

This year Remembrance Sunday was a time to remember ti
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan as well as those who served in
two Wordl wars and other conflicts. Young men and women frc
Dorset and relatives of members of the congregation are sen
there and some have been injured and killed in action. Let us
member to keep these conflicts and all caught up in them in
prayers.

This service brings together young and old as we all take time

stand in silence and to make time to care. My thanks to the Rc
British Legion, the Cubs Scouts, Brownies and Guides and
Marching Band for making this day, the service and the parade
the War memorial such a special time.
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The Confirmation service at
Salisbury Cathedral

It was a great privilege to share the
commitment made by Sheila, Amy,
Olive and Ryan as they offered them
selves anew to God as disciples of Jes!
Christ. This year the presence of th
Holy Spirit was deeply felt, with peace,
healing, love and joy. It was a specia
time and | trust that the Lord will con-
tinue to bless Sheila, Amy, Olive and
Ryan in their

walk with Him.
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4 \Weeks to Christmas!
But what about the next5 Years?!

Advent is a time of prepara-
tion i practical preparations
for our Christmas celebra-
tions and spiritual prepara-
tions to greet the Christchild,
and to pray for His return in
glory.

So it is a good time to think
about our church life and the
next steps on our journey of
worship, service and mission.

The PCC, the Vision Team
and the Mission Wheel are
the groups which have spent
time praying and planning
for the next Mission Action

Plan. | am grateful for all the

hard work which has gone

into the plan so far and | would
appreciate any prayerful re-
sponses which help us under
stand the Lord's vision and
purpose.

The plan is on display at St.
Nicholas in the form of a

model to help us visualize our
aims, both practical and spiri-
tual, and understand the con
cept established in 2003 in the
Par i s h Pdrawingithle e
FRPPXQLW\ LQWR

a n deleasing the church into
the community . I h o
you will look at the model

while it is on display and at the
printed version of the plan




